Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 73 September 1980 realistic if depressing comment on the problems involved. One group of contributors, describes carcinoid tumours of the cervix uteri, and another group deals with gastrin cells and their neoplasms. A contribution on early gastric cancer is notably successful in correlating endoscopy, radiology, cytology and biopsy. The use of electron microscopy in the diagnosis of gynaecological malignancies is reviewed.
The five remaining chapters are diverse in scope. The value of electron microscopy in nephrology is discussed in relation to making an initial diagnosis, in assessing the extent and activity of disease and in evaluating the response to treatment. Apposite case histories are used to illustrate the advantages and limitations of ultrastructural studies, but some of the pictures are surprisingly poor. The histopathology and electron microscopy of the dementias is reviewed, but some discussion of recent quantitative studies would have been useful. An account of immunofluorescence in diagnostic pathology follows somewhat conventional lines, and an interesting opportunity to compare immunofluorescence with the newer immunoperoxidase techniques is missed. There is an excellent accountofthe histological classification ofgastritis, and the book ends with a lucid review of the histopathology of sarcoidosis.
R L CARTER
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Plasma Membranes and Disease. D F H Wallach pp 356 £19.60 London: Academic Press 1979 Plasma membranes are involved to a lesser or greater extent in most diseases. In this book Dr Wallach surveys some ofthe work in a very rapidly expanding field. He begins with an informative and critical account of current ideas about plasma membrane organization and then proceeds to review some of the very varied changes observed in disease. He deals with neoplasia, though here confined to experimental virus-induced tumours, with red cell and platelet abnormalities, with membrane receptor diseases such as myasthenia gravis and with intracellular parasitism. Finally, he looks at the effects of toxic and therapeutic agents in relation to membrane changes. There is an extensive bibliography, although with relatively little after 1977.
Dr Wallach has made many important contributions to membrane physiology and pathology, but the diffuse nature of the subject makes the task of writing such a survey most formidable. Inevitably, because of the size of the book, many of the subjects are handled rather cursorily, while the rapid evolution ofmost ofthe work discussed poses problems. There are also some notable omissions.
Membrane Na-K-ATPase in relation to thyroid function and thermogenesis and the involvement of bacteria with plasma membrane function are not dealt with although they are subjects of considerable potential clinical importance. Nevertheless, the clinician who wishes to know something of the extent of the involvement of plasma membrane changes in disease would undoubtedly profit from this book. The current boom in the study ofthe virus hepatitis has spawned an immense literature including many monographs on the subject. Professor Sherlock is to be congratulated on producing a multiauthor book which contains not only a very readable condensate of the current work in the field but some tantalizing glimpses into the future. The chapter on the therapy of chronic hepatitis B virus infection illustrates this point very well. There can be very few books on the subject which are so well written as to be almost compulsive reading. If the reviewer has any criticism it is of the inclusion of a chapter on drug-related acute and chronic hepatitis within a monograph entitled 'Virus hepatitis'. This is a very good book. One can do no better than to quote Professor Sherlock's foreword: 'It provides today's last word on viral hepatitis'. In 1955 the World Health Organisation initiated an internationally sponsored programme of malaria eradication which led to the elimination of the disease from much of Europe and America. Nevertheless, malaria remained prevalent throughout most tropical and subtropical areas and is now alarmingly resurgent in many countries where control measures had initially produced dramatic success. Almost a third of the world's population remains exposed to the risk ofinfection, with an estimated total of 150 million cases per annum. The failure of global eradication can be attributed to the practical difficulties of implementation in countries having rudimentary public health facilities and the growing resistance of plasmodia and anophelines to chemical weapons. In addition, the training of malariologists required
